Linking Island Voices Online Interactive Materials to SQA ESOL Units
Introduction

Cothrom Ltd, with technical assistance from Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, has developed a suite of self-teach/self-test interactive ESOL exercises based on the “Island Voices” video materials produced by the Leonardo POOLS project. The material has been developed in genuine workplace settings, and is designed to meet mixed level needs of ESOL learners in the community, reflecting aspects of life and work in the Hebrides. It is available here:

http://www.languages.dk/materials.html#Scottish_Island_Voices.
There may be value in encouraging learners to gain accreditation for their ESOL skills, and the SQA units provide a graded framework, offering a progression route from Access to Intermediate and Higher levels. This document provides guidance on matching the Island Voices exercises to the SQA levels. It should be noted, however, that these are guidelines only, and should be interpreted flexibly, taking cognisance of individual learners’ own strengths, weaknesses, interests and aspirations. In particular, the settings for Island Voices are largely restricted to the vocational, and the materials themselves mostly test listening and reading skills (though speaking and writing activities are suggested, particularly for more advanced learners). The SQA units aim to cover global language competence in a wider range of settings, so the Island Voices materials should not be viewed in any way as adequate stand alone preparation for SQA assessment. However, they should help in assessing at which level to place a learner in the SQA framework, and may form a useful part of a wider learning package, particularly in the case of more isolated learners who have difficulty in accessing regular classroom-based teaching.
Island Voices Materials Format

The 4 units so far produced follow a common format:

1.  Documentary - Listening and Understanding

2.  Quiz - General Comprehension

3.  Crossword - Keyword Meanings

4.  Gap-filling - Keywords in Use

5.  Gap-filling - Grammar

6.  Interviews and Questions - Extended Listening and Self-expression

Section One consists of a video extract between 5 and 7 minutes in length with a plain language voiceover commentary. A transcript is also supplied, linked to an online English-English dictionary. This forms the basis for the next four exercises.
Section Two tests overall comprehension of the passage via 10 multiple choice questions. If a learner has difficulty with this, then they are unlikely to progress easily through the remaining exercises.
Sections Three to Five focus more closely on aspects of vocabulary and grammar in the text. Success is therefore dependent on the learner having developed linguistic accuracy in addition to global comprehension skills.

Section Six is looser in structure. It introduces further video material, including authentic speech interviews exhibiting the normal “performance errors” associated with natural communication (as well as a range of voices and accents/dialects over the full set of units). Further communicative activities are suggested for speaking and writing. Although included as potential extension activity for more advanced students, some of the suggested activities could well be adapted for intermediate students, with appropriate allowances made for accuracy and fluency in assessment.
Match with SQA ESOL Framework – Indicative Guidelines
	SQA ESOL Unit
	Island Voices Exercises
	Comment

	Access 2 and 3 (including Work and Study Related Contexts)
	
	If a learner attempts an Island Voices Unit and struggles with general comprehension (Exercises 1 and 2), then they should consider following an appropriate SQA Access level course.

	Intermediate 1 (Work and Study Related Contexts)
	1.  Documentary - Listening and Understanding

2.  Quiz - General Comprehension
	If a learner copes reasonably well with general comprehension but struggles with accuracy (Island Voices Exercises 3-5), then they should consider following an appropriate SQA Intermediate 1 level course.

	Intermediate 2 (Work and Study Related Contexts)
	3.  Crossword - Keyword Meanings

4.  Gap-filling - Keywords in Use

5.  Gap-filling - Grammar
	If a learner copes well with general comprehension and linguistic accuracy, but perhaps struggles with listening to authentic speech and/or reasonably accurate and fluent writing and speaking (Island Voices Exercise 6), then they should consider following an appropriate SQA Intermediate 2 level course.

	Higher
	6.  Interviews and Questions - Extended Listening and Self-expression
	If a learner copes well with extended listening comprehension (including a range of voices and accents) and self-expression, then they should consider following an SQA course at Higher level or above. Activities suggested for Island Voices Exercise 6 may also be adaptable for Intermediate learners with appropriate allowance made for accuracy and fluency.


The above table places the Island Voices exercises and activities against appropriate SQA ESOL unit levels, suggesting an appropriate “entry level” for each unit. It should be stressed, however, that these are guidelines only and that a final placement decision should be made after a discussion between tutor/assessor and learner in which performance with Island Voices exercises plays one part alongside a range of other considerations.

The Island Voices project remains work in progress. All materials are copyleft, and so free to download, use, and adapt. Comments, suggestions, and feedback from teachers and students are welcome.
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