YEC
INTERVIEWER My guest today is Michael and he worked on an international magazine project.

MICHAEL Hello.

INTERVIEWER I would now like to ask you some questions on YEC. So, first of all, what does YEC mean?

MICHAEL Well, YEC means Young European Citizen and on this YEC young people meet in different cities and edit a students' magazine "for students by students". That is for youngsters by youngsters and it can be looked at in the internet.

INTERVIEWER All this sounds very interesting. Is a special qualification required for this magazine or can anybody take part?

MICHAEL Well, as a qualification you should only be able to speak English, as the language we speak there is English because the youngsters are from different countries like Italy, Czech Republic, Greece, and on these project meetings we mainly speek English. It is the language everybody understands and speaks.
INTERVIEWER I heard that you took part in some group work there. How did you find this group work in general?

MICHAEL In general, I liked the group work very much because in those groups we had to speak English, we had to make ourselves understood in English and it was not always that easy, because not everybody spoke English equally well. In the end we achieved a good result, though.

INTERVIEWER Might I ask what the topics of the conference were?
MICHAEL Well we edited several reports or articles which we had written and edited before during our English lessons about various topics like "favourite soccer player" or "internet" in general, and we worked on these, sat down together und discussed which article is good, which article is bad, and then we selected the best four articles. 

INTERVIEWER What about the fun factor?

MICHAEL It was fun, no doubt. It was funny, too, from time to time because at the beginning some things were not understood because of the English language, but in general it was great fund. The atmosphere was quite relaxed and I can only recommend it.
INTERVIEWER Why did you choose to take part in this project?

MICHAEL For one thing, I was nominated by teachers but on the other hand I directly agreed because I wanted to gather new experience, what it is like to meet other young people from different countries and talk with them in English, and also to get to know the Czech Republic. Yes, it was great fun. 
INTERVIEWER Did you profit for yourself from the work and what can you tell us about friendship? Did you make special friends there, or…?
MICHAEL There's no doubt about profiting. I now can better express myself in English and know how to deal with people who are not as good at English and with friends. At present I still have contact to four, five people: one from Bulgaria, two from Greece and I have correspondence with them via ICQ or e-mail, so that it persists.
INTERVIEWER Well, yes. Thank you for the interview and let's finish it.

MICHAEL Welcome.

