Bi Beò Song: “Na seann daoine”
The song “Na seann daoine” was created by James McLetchie and Kevin De Las Casas for performance by their group “Bi Beò”. This is a “first cut” recording made in Benbecula.
Seann daoine a’ falbh

Toirt ceum bho ar saoghal

Dèanamh air beatha eile
Tòiseachadh as ùr

Oh nach till sibh a-nall

Thar nan cuantan ‘s nam beann

Is togaibh fonn aon uair eile

Cuimhneachadh air m’ athair

‘S na dh’ fhalbh às an sgìr’

Leithid Murchadh a’ Mhachair
Na sheall iad dhomh gun phrìs

Oh nach till sibh a-nall

Thar nan cuantan ‘s nam beann

Is togaibh fonn aon uair eile

Eich a’ treabhadh ‘sa mhachair

Tha an iodhlann gun chruaich’

Far an do thogadh teaghlaich

Làrach feanndagan mar chuimhne

Oh nach till sibh a-nall

Thar nan cuantan ‘s nam beann

Is togaibh fonn aon uair eile

Seann daoine a’ falbh

Toirt ceum bho ar saoghal

Sinn am pròis ‘s gun ghliocas

A’ milleadh na thug iad dhuinn

Oh nach till sibh a-nall

Thar nan cuantan ‘s nam beann

Is togaibh fonn aon uair eile
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English Translation
Old people leaving

Taking a step from our world

Making for another life

Starting again

O won’t you come over here

Over the oceans and the hills

And raise a tune one more time

Remembering my father

And the ones who left the area

Like Murchadh a’ Mhachaire

What they showed me without price

O won’t you come over here

Over the oceans and the hills

And raise a tune one more time

Horses ploughing the machair

The yard is without stacks

Where families were raised

A site of nettles as a memory

O won’t you come over here

Over the oceans and the hills

And raise a tune one more time

Old people leaving

Taking a step from our world 

We in pride without wisdom

Spoiling what they gave us

O won’t you come over here

Over the oceans and the hills

And raise a tune one more time

