Glimpses into Paphos

Entering the city of Paphos, on the right hand side we are welcomed by the magnificent neoclassic buildings. They are some of the oldest educational establishments in Paphos, built during the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s and are kept in excellent condition by the people of Paphos, thing that honours them. 

On the left hand side is the Municipality Building (Town Hall) which is also built in neoclassic style, a brilliant ornament of the square of 28th October, built in 1950.
Right opposite the Town Hall, stands the building of the municipality library. A building of the 1945, equally brilliant, surrounded by the blue of the clear sky. Looking at these buildings, it feels as if they are having a secret dialogue, talking about the past, sharing beautiful memories, untouched by the roaring noise of the cars of modern times.
A little farther away is Nicodemos Mylonas street, the busiest street in the heart of Paphos. Old but renovated Agapinor Hotel, in the beginning of the street, hosts Cypriot and foreign tourists at good prices. During the day, Nicodemos Mylonas street is full of life. A lot of people move along, staring at shop windows, looking for ways to spend their money. On the other side of the street now, in a green oasis, rise the domes of the Turkish baths, the famous “hamam”, which today are used as a museum since they are no longer used as baths.
Somewhere, halfway, we stand for a moment to admire the colonial buildings of Paphos District Authorities, the old Court and the Post Office, remains of a cruel authoritarian/ autocratic and sometimes nostalgic era.  Not because it was a nice era, but because back then we struggled, we had some dreams, specific goals. Let’s remember the fiery Bishop Nicodemus Mylonas, chief of the known “Oktavrianon”, who in 1931 stirred the enslaved Cypriots against the British colonialists. His name was honorary given to this very central street of the city of Paphos. 
In the summer heat, we looked for a place to drink some refreshment. Just opposite the building of the District Authorities we found the place we were looking for. An outdoor coffee shop with tables under the thick shade of the trees. We sat down. Mrs Stavroula, the owner of the coffee shop is ready to serve us and talk to us.
-My husband, my children and I are in business since 1980. This is a traditional coffee shop, since it is near the offices of Paphos District Authorities. During the summer we are busy with the tourists and the local people of Paphos. Everybody comes here to enjoy their coffee and the view, the view….
Indeed the view is unique. A visit will relax you and convince you that this is true.
