Lysos Festival
	PICTURE
	SOUND

	Arrival of the Minister and welcoming
Speech of the President of Expatriates 

	In Lysos village a lot of people are welcoming the Minister of Communications and works of the Republic Mrs. Erato Kozakou Marcoulli. A young girl is offering her a bouquet as it is customary in such cases. This is the 20th in a row expatriates festival in the village.
The festival opened, as all festivals, with speeches and welcoming. The first speech of the event was the one of the President of Expatriates…..
The Cyprus countryside is endowed with indelible historic, natural and human wealth which is generously revealed to the visitor. Its traditional villages, with their character, their traditional architecture, and street layout enrich and complete a wonderful natural environment.


	Speech by the president of the community
	Next was the President of the community who also referred to the institution of the expatriate festival and its importance to the village.


	Speech of the Minister
	- Finally, the Minister of Communications and Works Mrs Erato Kozakou Marcoulli, was invited to greet the gathering.

· I am really proud because communities like Lysos, keep the tradition with claws and teeth. I visited your community, a few years ago and I saw and still see this effort to keep the tradition to preserve everything that belongs to the past and that was built with the hands of your ancestors and I really want to thank you because you brought this community, this village, to a wonderful stage which we all admire. This square which I realize has been renovated, this 15th century Byzantine church, these are the signs and all the other signs that I have noticed walking to the square that represent centuries of history.



	General footage of the square, first dance
	Speeches and welcoming are not bad but what everybody has been waiting for is of course dancing and singing to start.  On the village square just below the church and in front of the village fountains everything is ready for the programme to start.

	Footage of the dance of the girls
Footage of the dance of the older girls.
Buffet 
Resi 
statements 

	Once the introduction of the first Cypriot dance was heard the people began clapping and the girls were already in the middle of the square. With grace and mannerism the   elementary school girls danced traditional Cypriot dances to the delight of the eyes of us all. This is the moment when you feel your heart beat to the fast rhythm of the song and you are overwhelmed by a sense of pride. 


After the young girls had finished their dance it was the turn of the older girls who this time they danced Greek dances also with an air of freshness and sauciness. And since according to the popular saying ‘a hungry bear does not dance’, the organizers made sure to have plenty of food and drinks without omitting of course the traditional dish of Paphos, the famous ‘resi’.
- Hm, Resi is wheat, wheat with meat, they add chicken in it.

- It is wheat with meat, but it takes a lot of art to cook ‘resi’.
- Resi is very tasty.

-  Do you like it?

- Always, as you can see I’ve filled my plate.


	Cookies

Statements
	The, also, traditional cookies with carob syrup were offered as a dessert.

-They are very tasty, Cypriot, traditional and they are fasting as well. 

- I don’t mind, they are like my grandmother’s, they are very nice.

- Thank you very much.

- Thank you.


	 Footage from the Greek dances and the dancing of the people
Statement of the president with the moustache

	According to President of the village community, summer is the best time for such events as everybody is on summer holidays and many people take the opportunity to visit various villages such as Lysos, and to experience such events which bring people back to their places of origin to revive the old customs and traditions as well as to see old acquaintances, friends and relatives.
-This year, it is the twentieth festival we are holding, it has become a tradition to hold it every year in August, since our expatriates are in the village. We promote our cultural heritage as well as customs and traditions of our community.


	Footage of Kyriakou Pelagia while singing.
People Cypriots and Foreigners are dancing
Footage of the Square
	However, the surprise of the local authorities for the residents of as well as for the visitors of this festival, was the well known in Cyprus singer of Cypriot songs, the ‘master’ as she is called by her colleagues, Kyriakou Pelagia.  Ms, Kyriakou, quite old now, was born and lives in Paralimni, which is located on the east of the island. She travelled to Paphos, that is to the west of the island, especially to attend the festival and make people dance with her beautiful voice. 
   Foreign tourists were also present on the dance floor. They could be spotted at once since the Cypriot music sounded completely ‘foreign’ to their ear and thus were given away by their peculiar rocking. Despite all these, many of them did not hesitate to dance and have fun in their own way.

-The president of the expatriates also talked to us about the festival.

- Tonight’s festival is the 20th in a row, we organized the first one in 1985 and since then we continued basically every year with the exception of two years. 

Then, Ms Yiannoula as well as other members of the village community talked to us.
-But Lysos is a nice village. It’s a clean village which was awarded the Prize for Cleanliness about thirty times.

-Is this village famous for something?

-Hm… it’s figs and especially “Magiles”.

-Which are…

-The black figs.


-The festival has been taking place every year, for many years now in an amazing area. Just a bit further away, we can see the 15th century church of the Venetian Period. Then there are the fountains which are the traditional ones of the village and then there is the pond where animals used to drink water. It is an amazing area and the perfect spot to hold such a festival.
Closing, we must admit that everyone was very kind and they are all waiting for next year’s festival.
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