Η Μουσική στο Δημοτικό Σχολείο
Music in Elementary School
We are at Mrs Stavroula Valianti’s Residence, who is a music teacher and is willing to talk to us about music lesson in elementary schools. –Ms Stavroula, would you like to tell us at what age children begin to learn music at school? 
- Of course children start learning music in their early years, and more specifically at the kindergarten they learn more systematically since there is as a subject in our programme. However, at elementary school there is a more systematic teaching of music. Through musical games, children start to learn basic concepts of music.  Obviously, the most basic sense is rhythm, which we all experience from the moment we are born, so little children through these music games, with motion, by using ….by clapping, using percussion instruments and others, they learn to keep the rhythm and thus, they gradually familiarize themselves with rhythm at first. Them they learn the melody, they learn to sing in the beginning easy melodies, and they gradually enter the magic world of music. It is a lesson that they like a lot. They learn the notes little by little.  They learn how to read the notes on the stave and also how to play different instruments.
 
-So that means that the children are already in elementary school when they start to learn the notes.
-Exactly.

-They now move away from the stage of approaching music as a game and they move on… 

- Exactly. They begin to learn the notes at the first grade of the elementary school…hm… all children have their own flute. We now have various percussion instruments in all elementary schools in Cyprus such as metallophone, xylophone which also have notes so that children can engage more systematically with music, and of course as the years pass, you realize that children acquire better knowledge as they move on to second, third and fourth class. We should mention that the aim of the music course at the elementary school is not to turn children into musicians but to help them enjoy music, to distinguish the different kinds of music and why not to love music and engage themselves even more systematically with music.
- I realize that in this way you can spot some talented children in the classroom.
- Definitely! Children who love music, stand out, but children who have a certain talent in music distinguish particularly.
-How do children in higher classes see music? What is their lesson like?

-Definitely during the music lesson in higher grades, children have more obligations. They surely learn more things based on the knowledge acquired during the first, second and third grades. They already know the notes on the stave. That is they can read a melody, they can read the values and thus they can play their instruments, maybe not all children by a lot of them can, so we slowly start to create our bands /orchestras. We should mention that every child of the band, especially in the fifth and sixth grades, has his or her own instrument and the school orchestras are formed which appear in our school celebrations. We should also mention that there is a great work on that in the classroom because all children can, even those who cannot read notes keep the beat with rhythmic ostinat and accompany the song and thus we have orchestras in the classroom and even at this age, children may start to create their first compositions, which is very nice. They like it very much. They write lyrics, they much notes to the lyrics and in the end we have musical compositions. And you realize, as years go by this becomes more complicated and we have substantially more complex and maybe more complete melodies. 
- I see.

- We should say that the orchestra is always accompanied by the school choir which may have first and second voice. In this way, children depending on their vocal abilities or their voice height, may sing first of second voice.  What is important of course in school orchestras is not the quality but the opportunity our pupils have to participate in these choirs and bands, to get experience, to enjoy and at the same time to mature musically.
- Okay, thank you very much.

- And they should also be please since music is food for the spirit and soul beyond the cultivation of music.

- Nice, thank you very much Ms Stavroula.

- I thank you. You are welcome.
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