Press Conference
National Military Basketball team
Today, at the office of the Cyprus Sport Organization, there is a press conference about the World Military Basketball Championship and the participation of our national team in the games. The championship will be held in Seoul, South Korea from 9 to 17 September. 

-The topic of this press conference is the National Military Basketball team and the World Military Basketball Championship. I would like to thank the Minister of Defence Mr. Papakostas for his presence as well as for his diachronic support for the sport and especially for basketball.

-I believe that our participation in these games, which are above all the World Military Games, is very important because it makes our country well known. We, as the National Guard, especially the Ministry of Defence and I as the Minister of Defiance, since the Minister is always the president of the National Guard Sports Board, provide athletes with all facilities and in this particular case the athletes of the basketball team. In the National Guard team also participate the police and the Fire Service. These three services are part of the National Guard. On the way, there are difficulties concerning training, as well as with the missions sent abroad, mainly related to the facilitation of issuing athletes’ travelling leave. This has to do with the fact whether these leaves should be taken from the regular annual leave of the athletes’ or should be granted to them, honoring them because they perform a service. Their presence in the games is not personal but they are members of a national team, they are the national military team, and definitely this applies to all sports, either team sports or individual sports.
- Military Sports in Cyprus have gone through a thousand myriad waves ( a lot of difficulties) and for the first time in history of the Cypriot sport and I stress this not because my friend , the Minister of Defense is present, but this is thanks to the Minister of Defense, this moment, there is a signed protocol included on the page of the Cyprus Sports Organization regarding these facilities.  The facilities given are one the most important motivations for the young athletes of today, maybe the most important incentive which is offered to the children who play sports and this is known to the whole world of sports. Finally, I would like to talk about the special case of the basketball federation and especially to my friend George who is the president and with whom we have been cooperating for many years.   We should mention the vigorous and painstaking effort of George Chrysostomou who is the president of the federation and also his council for supporting the national military team. This is of great importance to us because it keeps the children serving motivated, with a high performance in basketball.
