The Baths of Aphrodite

One of the major attractions of Paphos is the Akamas peninsula, the only area in Cyprus still untouched by the hand of man. The beauty of the area is truly indescribable. As it is well known, according to the ancient Greek mythology, Aphrodite, the goddess of beauty and love, was born in the area of Paphos.
  The ‘Baths of Aphrodite' are situated here in the area of Akamas. The beauty of the nature makes people create myths and traditions about the love affairs of gods and demigods. It said that Venus used to meet her lover, Adonis, a little bit farther away so the area was named 'smiges'. After finishing their love games they used to come to this springs and have a bath. So people named this area, “The baths of Aphrodite”.
They have become so well known that thousands of tourists, locals and foreigners visit them. Many enter the pool to cool themselves from the heat of the summer. Others wash their face, mainly girls, to get some of the beauty of the goddess. Others hang something personal on the sacred fig tree that shades the baths, perhaps to help turning a hidden desire into reality.

To our good fortune, here at the baths, we met the sweetest Irina, a Russian speaking guide of the Cyprus Tourism Organization, who was kind enough tell us a few words about the myth and the region.
-According to the Greek mythology, the great goddess of love and beauty was born from the genitals of Uranus, which Saturn had cut off with his sharp sickle, and then threw them into the sea. However, these genitals could not be sunk into the sea and according to the myth, a dense foam was formed which was brought to the coast of Paphos by the wind and from this foam came a beautiful young goddess, whom they called ‘Aphrodite’, meaning the one who came from the foam and in this way the beautiful goddess arose here in Paphos. And here in Paphos she was worshiped for quite a long time, for 1600 years, she was worshiped as the greatest goddess of love and beauty… and here in the Baths of Aphrodite where we are now, the beautiful goddess used to bathe with her lover, Adonis, after her love adventure with him.
