The Baths of Adonis

Narrator:

At ‘Kili”, a village in Paphos district, flows the small torrent of Mavrokolymbos. The water from the surrounding gorges/valleys, is gathered and forms a small waterfall. Over millennia the waters have eroded the ground like a painting and have formed a small lake.
The landowner Pambos Theodorou called this lake the 'Baths of Adonis. "
Let us better listen to him telling us how and why.

Interview from Mr   Pambos

-This land belonged to St Neophytos monastery, where there was a water mill and the millers, the millers, rented the mill from Saint Neophytos’ monastery. This mill operated from sixteen hundred till nineteen fifty. The last miller was my grandfather. His name was Neoclis Pousiaras and he lived here. He had twenty children in this place. My mother was the oldest daughter of the miller. Next, when the mill broke down and did not work, the monks living here those days, because of poverty removed the roof of the mill, and sold the wooden poles in Tzyli, three shillings each and then they sold the land to my father for sixty pounds. 


According to mythology, the high priest of the temple of Aphrodite, Kinyras, was in love with goddess Aphrodite. And Mars, the god of war who was his rival, turned his daughter Myra into Venus, and he got her pregnant without him knowing it. Later, when he realized that, according to the legend, he hunted her in order to punish her. And Venus turned her into a Myrtle tree. From the bark of the tree, ten months later Adonis was born. Now, why in ten months instead of nine that children are born? The tenth month was to get the wisdom and become a demigod. 


-Oh .. he is considered a demigod! 

-Demigod, yes. Goddess Aphrodite took him, put him into a basket, and gave him to the goddess of agriculture, Persephone to bring him up and return him to her when he would be ready for love. Eighteen years later, when Aphrodite went to take him back, Persephone did not give him back because he wanted him as well. They quarreled, pulled their hair, and went to Zeus, who was the father of Gods and men to resolve the dispute. And Zeus decided that Adonis should stay four months with Aphrodite who had rescued him and protected him and had taken him to Persephone. Four months with Persephone and the remaining four months of the year to live alone. But since Aphrodite was more beautiful, according to the legend, he devoted them to her (so eight months with Aphrodite) eight with Aphrodite and four with Persephone.
- But how did the name “Adonis’ Baths” resulted as a name here? 
- Well.... As a name.... On a Sunday morning as I was reading a newspaper, I read in an article that archaeologists, the article wrote, were looking to find the temple of Adonis. Since there was the Temple of Aphrodite and was honored by the ancient Greeks in Cyprus, then definitely Adonis should also have one. Thus, I got the idea and the following day, I sent the pictures to magazines, and I wrote a text, "the archaeologists are looking for the ‘Temple of Adonis’ in Paphos, in Cyprus. I present to the people of Cyprus the baths of Adonis! " Since then there have been the reactions of several eccentric and “ heretics” who did not agree ... or not ... but following, after having given the name to the area, I discovered that Adonis used to breed  the most beautiful and fastest horses in this area until the area of Tala and  he used to hunt in Akamas area. So while I had given the name of Adonis without knowing, I then found out that Adonis was associated with the region. Meanwhile, a lot of people especially tourists and locals visit the area especially in the summer but also in winter to enjoy a cool swimming in the icy waters. Because the water is cold in the summer since it comes from springs, while in the winter it is warmer. But in winter people also swim here because as you know, our winter is a summer for Europeans. 


Narrator:
In the heat of the summer many people look for such places with cool water to cool themselves. Young people venture to climb up the cliff with ropes and dive into the lake. Most people prefer swimming in the cold waters from a lower height. Whether up high or low, the pleasure of the cool waters of the baths of Adonis, is the same.
We enjoyed our visit in the area, as well as the excellent hospitality of the owner and his family. We strongly recommend you also to visit this wonderful area.
