The Roman Mosaics 
While visiting Paphos, someone should definitely visit the spectacular Roman mosaics. We too have done so, since we are now here at this spot. It is one of the major attractions of the island which reveals years of history of the area. The mosaics are located inside the archaeological park which includes a total of four houses with mosaic floors. It is the home of Dionysos, the House of Theseus, the House of Aion and the House of Orpheus. The mosaic floors of these houses date from the 2nd to the 5th century AD. The houses were owned by nobles of that era and the floors that adorn the floors of these houses are considered among the best in the Eastern Mediterranean.

The Theseus mansion took its name from a large mosaic depicting the Athenian hero struggling with the Minotaur.

A few metres away is the house of Dionysus. It is the first to be discovered accidentally by a farmer in 1962. Excavations followed and the whole house was revealed in its whole magnificence by Cypriot archaeologists. The house was built in the late second century AD on the ruins of an earlier house of the Hellenistic period.

Because of the rich decoration of the floors it had been perceived as the residence of the Roman proconsul, who was based in Paphos, a fact which was later disconfirmed. The mosaic with the Dionysian cycle is dominant in the reception area. Another mosaic shows the god of wine and fun with Acne, Ikarios and shepherds, Neptune and Amymone, Pyramus and Thisbe, as well as the transformation of Daphne.

Since he was the God of feast and wine the performances of the first wine, makers are also depicted. 


In order to protect the mosaics from weather conditions and to preserve the cultural heritage of the island the Antiquities Department has placed a large shelter covering the entire house of Dionysus. 
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