AUBERGE D’ITALIE - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0t_Fff78h_M
MALTI

L-Auberge d’Italie hija waħda mill-ifjen binjiet fil-Belt Valletta. Tinsab quddiem żewġ palazzi mill-isbaħ u għandha siwi kbir minħabba l-wirt storiku tagħha. Fuq ix-xellug hemm Palazzo Parisio li llum jospita l-Ministeru tal-Affarijiet Barranin. U fuq il-lemin tinstab Kastilja li llum hija l-palazz tal-Prim Ministru u l-uffiċji tiegħu. Iżjed  ’l isfel hemm il-Knisja tal-Vitorja. Faċċata ta’ din il-knisja hemm il-knisja ta’ Santa Caterina d’Italia, li hija l-kappella tal-Auberge d’Italie.
Il-Kavallieri Taljani fl-aħħar marru joqogħdu fil-Berġa preżenti f’Settembru tal-1579. Ir-restawr kien ġie sospiż għal ftit żmien wara li tlesta l-ewwel sular. Madankollu, wara tliet snin kienet meqjusa siewja d-deċiżjoni li ttieħdet biex titkabbar il-Berġa, u komplew jibnuha biċċa biċċa. Ir-restawr fit-tieni sular tal-Berġa sar minn flus il-Gran Mastru, u f’radd ta’ ħajr għal dan, il-Kavallieri Taljani qiegħdu l-bust tal-bronż u l-iskrizzjoni fuq l-entratura. Skont silta li kiteb l-istoriku Ciantar Conte, tard fis-seklu tmintax, l-irħam użat għal din l-iskultura ta' arti ġie mit-tempju Ruman ta' Proserpina. L-Awtorità Maltija għat-Turiżmu ċċaqalqet lejn l-Auberge d'Italie fl-1 ta' Marzu tal-2002. Fil-pjan terran nistgħu naraw iċ-Ċentru tat-Tagħrif, fejn it-turisti jistgħu jiksbu l-informazzjoni kollha li jeħtieġu, mhux biss dwar il-Belt imma dwar il-gżejjer Maltin kollha.
Fiċ-ċentru tal-bitħa tal-Berġa hemm arkata trijonfali mtellgħa ma’ ħajt, u fiċ-ċentru tagħha hemm ras ta’ bir b’għamla ta’ borma. Kemm quddiem u wara tal-arkata huma identiċi. Dawn jikkonsistu f'żewġ gruppi ta' pilastri, li fihom arka minsusa fuq tarf żewġ pilastri iqsar. L-entablature għandha għamla sempliċi, li fuq wara fiċ-ċentru għandha d-dati "1756" u "1862" imnaqqxa fuq xulxin.
L-arkata hija miżmuma b’pediment miksur mgħawweġ, bil-karatteristika ċentrali ta’ niċċa elaborata bl-istatwa ta' Santa Katerina fuq wara u l-pil tal-armi tal-Granmastru stabbilit fit-trofew tal-armi fuq quddiem.
“Hawnhekk għandna wirja, flimkien mal-FAA, għal ambjent aħjar, qed intellgħu din il-wirja flimkien ma’ Anton Calleja, wieħed mill-artisti rinomati hawn Malta. Din is-sena qed issir mal-Ministeru tat-Turiżmu, u l-iskop huwa biex nuru l-għanijiet li, bħat-tema flimkien għal ambjent aħjar, nippromwovu l-wirt storiku tal-ambjent ta’ Malta sabiex nissalvagwardjaw l-interess tal-wirt nazzjonali.”

ENGLISH

The Auberge d'Italie is one of the finest buildings in Valletta. Ahead are two splendid palaces. The Auberge is so valuable, owing to its historical heritage. On the left there is Palazzo Parisio which today houses the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. And on the right is Castille which is now the palace of the Prime Minister and his office. Further down is the Victory Church. Opposite is the church of Santa Caterina d'Italia, which is the chapel of the Auberge d'Italie.
The Italian Knights finally settled at the present Auberge in September 1579 (Grand Admiral Vasco Fra Bartolomeo). The restoration had been suspended for some time after completion of the first floor. However, after three years the decision that was taken to expand the Auberge was considered valuable, and it continued to be constructed gradually. Construction begun in 1583 and the Auberge was completed in 1595. Architect Girolimo Cassar gets most of the credit for the work done. In fact, there are several engineers and builders whose names were forgotten.
Restoration on the second floor was done at the Grand Master’s own expense. In recognition of this, a bronze bust and inscription was placed by the Italian Knights over the entrance. According to the historian Conte Ciantar, who wrote in the late 18th century, the marble used for this work of art came from the Roman temple of Proserpina discovered at Mtarfa in 1613, and conveniently offered the sculptor with a sufficiently large block of marble surface area required to work on.
The Malta Tourism Authority moved to the Auberge d'Italie on the 1st of March 2002. On the ground floor we can see the Tourist Information Centre, where tourists can get all information they need

In the centre of the Auberge’s courtyard is a triumphal arch erected above a well, having a large, pot-shaped well-head at the centre. Both front and rear of the arch are identical, consisting of two clusters of composite pilasters, within which is an arch supported on the imposts of two shorter Doric pilasters. The entablature has a plain frieze, which on the rear at centre has the dates "1756" and "1862" carved above each other.

The arch is crowned by a curved broken pediment, with a central feature consisting of an elaborate niche with the statue of St Catherine on the rear and the coat-of-arms of grandmaster set in a trophy of arms at the front.

“Here we are hosting an exhibition, together with the FAA, and Anton Calleja, who is one of the most renowned artists in Malta. This year it is being organised in collaboration with the Ministry of Tourism, and its aim, like the FAA objective, together for a better environment, is to promote Malta’s environmental heritage in the interest of safeguarding our national heritage.”
SUMMARY + CULTURAL NOTES

The Malta Tourism Authority moved to the Auberge d'Italie on the 1st of March 2002. There is a Tourist Information Centre, where tourists can get all the information they require. Moreover, as we have seen in the video, many exhibitions of artistic and cultural value are hosted here.

The Auberge is rectangular in plan, surrounded on three sides ( Zackary, Melita and Merchants Streets ) and an openpiazza ( now occupied by the by the Bank of Valletta International and the Valletta Police Station) and the Church of Santa Caterina on the South Street side. It is laid out with rooms on all four sides, built around a large courtryard, which is almost square (51’ x 54’) and this agrees with the usual Italian practice. There is a covered way along the perimeter of this courtyard formed by an arched roofing this corridor on one side only, the Merchants Street side. In the centre of the Auberge’s courtyard is a triumphal arch erected above a well, having a large, pot-shaped well-head at the centre. The whole of the building is very fine, owing to its historical and cultural heritage. 
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