TITLE: POOLS 2 MALTA - Interview with the Traditional Boat Race Organiser 
LINK: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11nuIcyVMzo&NR=1

TRANSCRIPTION

Cesare
Mela x’jismek inti?
Boat Race Organiser
Patrick Vassallo, Chairman tal-Kunsill Malti Għall-Isport. Il-Kunsill Malti Għall -Isport jorganizza dawn it-tlielaq tar-Regatta. Huwa avveniment kulturali u sportive fl-istess hin, fil-fatt din is-sena l-ewwel darba. Fil-fatt qed norganizzaw ir-Regatta tal-Vitorja, tat-8 ta’ Settembru, ġurnata kommemorattiva, ġurnata importanti fl-istorja ta’ Malta, biex tfakkar ukoll ir-Rebħa tal-Assedju, f’dawn iż-żminijiet fil-fatt dawn it-tlielaq tar-Regatta, jekk immorru lura fl-istorja, imorru anki fis-seklu 17, fejn kien hemm anki dak iż-żmien l-ewwel tlielaq tar- Regatta, u aħna, kif għidt ukoll qabel, bħala Kunsill Malti Għall-iSport, li aħna l-Awtorità Nazzjonali tal-iSport, aħna ħadna f’idejna l-organizzazjoni, naħdmu flimkien mal-Għaqda Regatta Nazzjonali, li hija l- għaqda li għandha f’idejha l-Klubbs tar-Regatta, sabiex intellgħu dan l-avveniment; dan l-avveniment li jagħmel spettaklu hawnhekk ġewwa l-Port, avveniment li fih jieħdu sehem seba’ distretti, seba’ Klubbs differenti, li nistgħu ngħidu li l-Klubbs huma kollha ta’ dawn l-inħawi tal-Port. Jibdew mill-Belt Valletta u Marsamxett, imbagħad hemm Bormla, hemm il-Birgu, l-Isla, il-Kalkara, kif ukoll Birżebbuġa għalkemm m’humiex jieħdu sehem din id-darba. L-għan tagħna huwa sabiex inqajmu aktar dan l-isport, dan l-avveniment, sabiex inġibu aktar nies lejn din ir-Regatta, u fl-istess ħin ukoll nisperaw li nagħmlu avvenimenti ohra, inizzjattivi ohra, forsi jkun hemm Distretti oħra jieħdu sehem f’din ir- Regatta, sabiex ’il quddiem inkomplu nkabbru, għax wara kollox dan m’huwiex biss għall-Maltin iżda wkoll hija attrazzjoni ghat-turisti li jiġu Malta.
Cesare
Naħseb tinvolvi ħafna xogħol naturalment?
Boat Race Organiser
Tinvolvi ħafna preparazzjoni, iva, infatti l-ispejjeż m’humiex zgħar sabiex torganizza haġa bħal din, però bil-ftit li għandna nippruvaw nagħmlu l-aħjar, sabiex inkomplu nippruvaw inkabbru l-attrazzjoni. Fil-fatt din is-sena, minbarra s-solitu affarijiet bħal tlielaq u tiġrijiet, daħħalna wkoll spettaklu ta’ Reenactment  tal-Assedju, f’Bieb il-Gwardja, bil-kollaborazzjoni tal-Awtorità Maltija għat-Turiżmu, kif ukoll nagħmlu affarijiet oħra, bħalma rajt fuq il-Pinto Wharf hemmhekk, hemm il-bnadar tal-GranMastri, sabiex nagħmlu iktar spettaklu. Ukoll xi haġa ġdida li għamilna dis-sena f’Malta ħa tara l-Port kollu u l-faċċata, magħrufa bħala l-ponta tal-Isla. L-Isla huwa Distrett li għandu ferm għal qalbu r- Regatta, hemmhekk għamilna ukoll speaker system sħiħ sabiex in-nies kollha li qed jassistu għal din l-attività jistgħu ukoll isegwu eżattament x’qed jiġri għax hemm link diretta mat-televiżjoni. Tajjeb li ngħidu li dan l-avveniment qed jixxandar ukoll fuq l-istazzjon nazzjonali PBS, xi haġa li ilha ma ssir u li rnexxielha ssir din is-sena. Fl-istess ħin ukoll, għal dawk in-nies li jinsabu ’l bogħod minna hawnhekk ninsabu fil-qalba tal-amministrazzjoni tar-Regatta. Telespettaturi ukoll magħfusin mal-moll tal-Belt, fil-fatt hemmhekk din is-sena għamilna big screen kbir, sabiex in-nies li qegħdin hawnhekk ukoll, jistgħu jassistu għat-tellieqa mill-bidu sal-aħħar.
Cesare
Grazzi ħafna.
TRANSLATION

Cesare
So what is your name?

Boat Race Organizer
My name is Patrick Vassallo, Chairman of the Malta Council for Sports. The Malta Council for Sports organizes these boat races (Maltese Regatta). They provide for a cultural and sporting event at the same time, in fact this year they are being organized for the first time. In fact we are running the Regatta to commemorate Freedom Day, of 8th September, a memorial day in the history of Malta, when the British left the islands. This is also done to mark the victory of the Great Siege against the ottoman Turks in 1565. This period marks the beginning of these Regatta races. If we go back in history, we go even into the 17th century, where there existed the first Regatta race. And we, as Malta Council for Sports, represent the National Sports Authority; we've taken up responsibility for all the organization, working together with the National Regatta Foundation, which is the unity that binds and controls all the clubs of the race, so that we launch this event. This event makes a spectacle here at the Harbours, an event in which there are seven participating districts, seven different clubs, whom we can say represent all of these harbour areas. Starting from Valletta and Marsamxett, there is Team Cospicua, and then there is Team Birgu, Team Isla, and Team Kalkara. And finally there is Team Birzebbugia, although they are not participating this time. Our aim is to promote this sport further, to draw more people into this Regatta, and at the same time hope to do organise other similar events, other initiatives; for example there could be other participating Districts in this Regatta, so that in the near future we continue to improve, because after all it is not just for the Maltese but is also an attraction for tourists who visit Malta. 

Cesare
I think that naturally the launching of such an event involves a lot of work.

Boat Race Organizer
It certainly involves much preparation, so the costs are in fact not small to organize something like this. However, we use the best of our resources to do better, to continue to try to raise the attraction. In fact this year, besides the usual only racing and racing, we have also introduced a spectacle of Reenactment of the Great Siege; we decorated the Harbour Guard Door with the collaboration of the Malta Tourism Authority. Besides, such as seen on the Pinto Wharf, there are the flags of the Grand Masters, so that we more than just entertain. Also, something new that we see this year here is the decoration of the entire bastions facade, at the tip of Isla. Isla is the District that holds the Regatta very much at heart, and in that area we have set up a complete speaker system so that all people who are attending this activity may also follow precisely what is happening because there is a direct link to the television. It is also safe to say that this event is also broadcast on the National PBS Station, something that has not been done in the past and that has taken place this year. At the same time also, for those people who are far from us, are able to view this spectacle from the comfort of their home. Hard core fans usually block the harbour pier watching the race, so for the first time this year, we have set up a big screen so that everyone may follow the race from start to end. 

Cesare
Thank you very much.
SUMMARY AND CULTURAL NOTES

Freedom Day is a public holiday in Malta and commemorates the withdrawal of British troops from the island on the 8th of September, 1979. The day is celebrated with a ceremony at the War memorial in Floriana. In the afternoon there is the traditional Boat Race, or as commonly known by the locals, the Regatta. It is held in the waters of the Grand Harbour. Food and drink stalls, flags, banners and even a big screen, line the harbour, adding to the celebratory feel. The Malta Council for Sports and the Malta Tourism Authority contribute a lot to the launching of such a big event.

LANGUAGE NOTES: C1 Effective User. Here we have an informative dialogue going on between the Traditional Boat Race Organiser and Cesare. Mainly explaining the rules of the race, all the preparation, history and culture connected to the Event.
