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TRANSCRIPTION:
Bħalma diġà rajtu fil-ħruġ tal-istatwa, l-istatwa tal-Bambina, dik ilha hawnhekk mill-1618. U kellha tiġi b’kumbinzzjoni. Kien hemm xi xambekk. Hemm min jgħid li kienet Pulena, imma ma jista’ qatt ikun li kienet. Pulena hija ħaġa li kienet mal-pruwa x-xambekk tal-vapur, magaljott. Però ma kienet qatt. Hawn storiċi li jgħidu li kienet il-venerata fuq il-pompa tal-bastiment. F’lejl bħalma għidtlek waslet hawn Malta fil-periklu, għax fuq ix-xini li nġabret mill-art tad-Dalmazja, kien hemm żewġ baħħara li kienu mill-Isla. U wieħed minnhom kien Cumbo u l-ieħor Barbara u talbu wkoll lill-Kaptan biex din tiġi Venerata, jeħduha fil-Knisja li kienet għadha tiela’ hawnhekk fl-Isla. Malli l-Kaptan aċċetta illi tiġi fil-Knisja tagħna, f’dak iż-żmien kien hawn l-Arċipriet hawnhekk tal-Avena. Tal-Avena talab ’il Kaptan tax-xini. Ix-xini ikkonċeda l-Kaptan illi din tibqa’ hawnhekk. U l-poplu Senglean niżel għaliha minn fejn nieżla issa l-Bambina. Minn dak  iż-żmien, il-Madonna baqgħet hawnhekk. In-nies Sengleani baqgħu jiddekorawha kemm b’deheb u kemm b’fidda. U baqa’ dan iż-żmien, li din l-istatwa wkoll, meta l-poplu Senglean talab il-permess tal-Vatikan, biex din tiġi ikkurunata.U l-Vatikan Benedittu XV, ikkonċedielhom illi din tiġi ikkurunata fl-1921. In-nies baqgħu aktar jitfgħu l-imħabba tagħhom fiha. Fil-fatt ukoll għamlulha niċċa speċjali fejn illum tinstab il-Knisja tas-Sagrament. Din il-Knisja hija Bażilika. Fil-purċessjoni joħorġu bl-umbrellun u timtenabru, li huma parti mill-Bażilika li hemm f’Ruma, għalhekk iġġib il-kuluri tal-isfar u l-aħmar. U ħarġet mill-Bażilika ta’ Santa Marija Maġġore. Fil-fatt f’Malta hawn Bażiliċi oħrajn: hawn Birkirkara, San Duminku tal-Belt, u tal-Karmnu fost oħrajn. Minn dak iż-żmien,l-Isla baqgħet iktar….. mela għandek l-Isla li hija kolleġġjata u Bażilika, u anki Santwarju. Kienet l-ewwel Santwarju li magħha telgħet l-istatwa kienet inkurunata, mhux l-inkwatru! Għalhekk il-Madonna nsejħulha singulari billi ma kienx hawn statwi oħra bħalha. Diżgrazzjatament, biex nagħmlu kollox fil-qasir, għaddiet il-gwerra. Il-Bambina kellhom ukoll jeħduha ġo Birkirkara. Pero` storja li hija tant tajba, dwar l-Isla meta fl-1943, meta proċessjonalment l-istatwa kienet għaddejja mix-xatt tal-Isla, hawnhekk ħareġ il-Kaptanu dak iż-żmien l-Italja ċediet, unconditional surrender, fit-8 ta’ Settembru tal-1943. Jekk toqgħod tħares, kienu żewġ festi: waħda illi ġabitilna l-Madonna fl-1565 fit-8 ta’ Settembru, u l-oħra ta’ meta ċedew it-Taljani. Baqgħet xorta l-Madonna hawnhekk, tiġi Venerata, u l-Knisja wkoll, wara li ġġarrfet, reġgħet inbniet, għax kien ġie jaraha wkoll ir-Re Ġorġ VI. U l-poplu infix f’aplawż kbir, u wara l-gwerra, bdiet isservi l-Knisja ta’ San Filippu. Minn hemm fl-1957, il-knisja hawnhekk reġgħet infetħet. Il-vapuri Taljani, li kienu hawnhekk ankrati, meta ġiet dik l-aħbar, xegħlu s-Search Lights fuqna.
TRANSLATION
We have just seen the escort of the statue, the statue of the Virgin, which has been here since 1618. And it had to come about by chance. According to an old legend, there was some mermaid attached to the statue, but I do not believe in that legend. The mermaid is something that was with the bow of the ship. But this could never have been possible. According to historical documents, there was the statue of the Virgin Mary at the aft of the ship. During a rough, stormy night, the ship ran aground on the island of Malta. It arrived here in danger, because on the ship’s work galley which was collected from the Land of Dalmatia, there were two seamen who were from Isla. One was Barbara and the other was Cumbo, who also asked the Captain to grant the statue’s Blessing, by bringing it into the church that was still being built here in Isla. Once the Captain agreed for the statue to be in our church, at the time the Church was being run by the Archbishop of Avena here. The Archbishop of Avena requested the statue from the Captain of the Galley. Galley work granted the Captain that it remains here, where we are seeing it tonight. And the Senglean people bowed down on their knees in worship and the statue is now known as the Bambina (little child). Since that time, the Virgin Mary has remained here. The Senglean people kept decorating it in both gold and silver. And the time remained, that this statue also, when Senglean people sought permission from the Vatican, for its Coronation. And the Vatican Benedict XV, allowed the statue of the Virgin Mary to be Crowned in 1921. More and more people put all their love into it and were very devoted to it. Well actually they made her a special niche where it is found today in the Church of the Sacrament. This church is a Basilica. In the procession, they come up with small umbrellas and the Holy Sacrament, which contained part of the Basilica in Rome, thus bringing about the colors of yellow and red. And then it left from the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore. In fact in Malta there other Basilicas: the one in Birkirkara, the one of St. Dominic in Valletta and of St Carmel amongst others. Isla’s Basilica is dedicated to Our lady of Victory and is Collegiate and even a Sanctuary. It was the first sanctuary that picked up the statue that was crowned; it was the real statue not a frame! Hence the fanatic other such statues were not here. Tragically, to sum up, there came about the war. The Virgin had to be transferred into Birkirkara for shelter. But a story that is so good, in Isla when in 1943, when a procession of the statue was going off the coast of Isla, here came the time when Italy surrendered, it was unconditional surrender, on the 8th of September 1943. If fit-looking, were two feasts: one that brought us the Madonna in 1565 on 8th September, and the other when the Italians surrendered. Stayed the Madonna still here, is blessed, and the church also, having been destroyed, was later rebuilt, as was also seen by King George the VI. And everyone gave a standing ovation, and after the war, began serving the Church of St. Philip. From then on, in 1957, the church here has been reopened. The Italian ships which were anchored here, right on that announcement, lit their Search Lights on us to declare surrender.
SUMMARY AND CULTURAL NOTES
This Basilica is dedicated to Our Lady of Victory. It bears a lot of historical connotation during the time of the war. It passed through many attacks, by the French, then the Muslim Arabs, and then Malta was under British Rule. Malta is a very religious nation, and the majority of the population is Catholic. Village feasts in Malta are a big cultural event, and many people celebrate their village Patron Saint.
LANGUAGE NOTES: C1 Effective User.  This is a sort of documentary shot live with the main Isla Feast Organizer.
