News at 10

Your task is to prepare a 5 minutes news broadcast to be sent live at 10 o’ clock a.m.

Before collecting and selecting the news for the broadcast you must decide on an editorial line for your broadcasting company. E.g. is it a youth based program, a music based program, or perhaps a sports based program? The editorial line must be stated in writing before you proceed to finding the news.

You may use the Internet for finding and selecting news, but it is also acceptable to use what you personally know has happened, as long as the news is real and not invented!

In your news broadcast you may also include interviews (i.e. you may interview one another) but everything must be sent live!

You are not allowed to read from printouts, you should rephrase the news and use keywords to remember what to say. This way the news will sound more interesting and live to your listeners.

British links

· BBC www.bbc.co.uk
· ITV www.itv.com 

· The Sun www.thesun.co.uk
· Daily Express www.express.co.uk 

· The Mirror www.mirror.co.uk
· The Independent www.independent.co.uk 

· Scottish Talks www.scottishtalk.com 

American links

· CNN www.cnn.com
· ABC Radio Networks www.abcradio.com
· Westwood One www.westwoodone.com
· CBS www.cbs.com 

· New York Times www.nytimes.com 

· USA Today www.USATODAY.com 

· Los Angeles Times www.latimes.com 

Teacher’s notes:

Before the “News at 10” the class should discuss the different types of radio stations. What is a good radio program? How do they prefer to have the news served?

It may be a good idea to let the class listen to a news broadcast before the simulation.

The news broadcast can be extended to ten minutes, which in my experience gives the best results. More than ten minutes does not work well for my classes.

The groups of 3-4 students should have 1-2 hours to prepare for the broadcast.

The actual broadcast could be recorded on tape in separate rooms if available or even videotaped, but personally, I more often than not just let the students speak live without recording the event.

After the “News at 10” the class should discuss the types of editorial lines chosen and if they actually used them in their broadcasts. 

