Practice Theatrical Makeup

Top of Form
In the course of Practice Theatrical Makeup, the students of the Aesthetics program acquire special experience of an art, obviously very difficult, exactly like the courses I that the students practice!

We are in a room where the students of the course of “Practice Theatrical Makeup”, give their final examination.


The students’ teacher, Mrs Maria Michael has already given to students the three basic types of makeup to be examined on, the French makeup, the stage makeup, and the makeup of aging. The girls in 3 hours should have applied and finished the makeup onto their model-classmates, in order for their teacher to evaluate them. At this stage the teacher, can if she wants to ask several questions about the techniques and the procedure the students have followed.

The girls are cheerful and willing to explain to us something from what they do.

-Where will you focus on that? What more will you emphasize? What does 'stage makeup' is exactly?

-We’ll emphasize the eyes, we will put eye liner on the top line and bottom line of the eyes and we’ll put bright lipstick on her lips.

-Ok. Thank you ...

-You do the French makeup also, difficult ha!


In the French make-up, we particularly distinguish the difficult technique of the  disappearance of the eyebrows and the strong overlap of the face with white paint. The students must be focused so as to make the right steps in the application of their makeup! Emphasis must also be given on the eyes, exactly like the stage-makeup. The reason is of course for these features to look strong on a theater’s stage, especially when the lights on it are very low. The aging make-up is also very interesting! It's amazing how a 19 year old girl transforms into an older woman and at times especially old! These techniques seem simple but trust us, they are not at all! A good result requires perseverance and great devotion! A good result demands persistence and special devotion! Besides not all make-up artists can apply the theatrical makeup in equal success!

A key ingredient for a good result, is of course apart from the theoretical point of view of the course, the specific products used in makeup, as Mrs. Maria explains.

-In the first-year, we have the basic makeup which is the basic technique that we apply professionally and correctly, our products. After that the students move to the professional make-up which is more… it is called professional and media make up, mostly used for catwalk fashion events and in the third semester we work on the theatrical makeup, which is completely different, other products, special products. Each one specializes on a particular purpose, and the girls starting with a special kit  we bring from America because it is difficult to find in Cyprus, and we work eight to nine looks in practice and deal a little less with the theory, history, the special products,and the special techniques, so the girls at the end are ready with a portfolio of their work throughout the course which they have as a proof of their work.

-Indeed, ha, nice!

At this point, except from the portfolio which is very important for our students, it is also important to take into account the character that the actor would embody and the right hairstyle that he/she should have.

The results, however, seem to meet the teacher’s expectations making her think that the hard work has actually yielded fruit!
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